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followed over a section of the route between Taiyibe and
Aleppo, having cut across from Rahba on the Euphrates1.
In 1808, Rousseau, Consul-General for France at Aleppo,
Baghdad, and elsewhere, crossed the desert from Hit to
Aleppo. Coming, as he did, of a family long resident in the
East, his father and grandfather having spent their lives in
Persia and Mesopotamia, he had an unrivalled knowledge,
and wrote an excellent journal which was not published until
18992.
The overland route was used for official despatches to
India while Xapoleon was campaigning in Egypt; in fact the
direct route from Constantinople to Aleppo and Basra, or to
Egypt, was of vital importance to England during that period.
Even after Nelson's victory at the Nile, the French still held
the Red Sea; so our Consul at Aleppo was still kept busy
receiving and sending official correspondence by fast riders
to the Persian Gulf. We know that in 1798 Nelson, 'aware
of the designs of the French, in case of succeeding at Egypt,
to attack the British East India possessions, despatched,
overland to Bombay, with the intelligence of the victory,
Lieut. Thomas Duval, of the Zealous, an officer selected by
Captain Hood/ Duval rode from Aleppo to Baghdad direct
in twelve days, and ten days later reached Basra by water3.
Here ends the story of the 'Great Desert Route.' For the
last hundred and twenty years we have heard nothing, and
learnt nothing of it, and very little of the region it traverses.
No modern or Western traveller has passed along it, and it
has entirely ceased to be used even as a native caravan track.
The routes of the more recent explorers, such as Ormsby,
Chesney, Thielmann, Cernik, Sachau, Bischoff, Huber,
Merits, Ostrup, Musil, Fowle and Bell, have crossed it at
certain points. In one section only of its 760 odd miles,
namely, between Kubaisa and Ukhaidir, has it been actually
1 G, A. Olivier, Voyage dans L'Empire Ottoman, etc., vol. in, chap.
xxm. For map, $ee Atlas, PL az.
s L0t*is Jacques Rousseau, Voyage de Bagdad a Alept edited by Louis
Pofossot (Paris, 1899).
* See William James, The Naval Hist, of Great Britain,, vol. n, p. 206,
o. 14, p. 465.